Mwmler
AP HMS|

FEditor in Chiel’
Wascem Ahmaed

Simultaneously Publishing for Quetta, Karachi,Faisalabad

At least six policemen martyred in IED
attack on police vehicle in KP's Tank

@® Unidentified assailants targeted armoured vehicle on Gomal Bazaar road in Tank district, say police

SPECIAL REPORTER
TANK

- At least six cops were martyred on
Monday when an improvised
explosive device (IED) hit ther
armoured vehicle on Gomal Bazaar
road in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's (KP)
Tank district.

The blast destroyed the armoured
vehicle, which was returning  from
Gomal Police Station. Additional
Station Howse Officer (SHO) Ishag
Khan was among those martyred.
police said.

Soon after the incident, law
enforcement agencies reached the site
and cordoned off the area, while an
investigation into the attack was
laumched.

President Asif Al Zardari, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Shanf and KP
Governor Faisal Karim Kmndi have
expressed deep gnef and sorrow over

the martyrdom of police personnel ina
terrorist attack. In their separate

statements today, both prayed for the

Pakhtunkbhwa's Lakki Marwat and
Bannu distnicts.

eternal peace of the departed souls and
extended heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved families.

The latest attack on police personnel
comes a wock after four policemen
were martyred 1n two  different
incidents of finng carmed out by

In Lakki Marwat, umidentified
motorcycle-riding  terrorists  opened
fire on traffic police personmel 1 Sarai
Naurang city, resmlting in the
martyrdom of three officers, according
to a police spokesperson

umidentificd assailants m Khyber

Scparately mm Banmu,

a police

constable was martyred after
unidentified individuals opened fire in
the Mandan area. Police had sad
constable Rashid Khan came under
attack while he was on his way from
home to report for duty at Mandan
Police Stabon

A day earlier, KPpolice foiled a major
terror bid as they newotralised eight
terronists during joint operations of the
police and the Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTHY) modi fferent parts of
the province on Sunday.

The operations had been condocted in
the tribal districts of Bannu, Khyber,
and £ahir Garhi — a suburban area of
KP capital Peshawar. The police
claimed that they climinated eight
terronists involved m attacks on the
security forces, besides the recoveryof
a buge cache of weapons and other
cquipment.

According to the Central Police Office
(CPO), two terronists were killed mm an
operation carried out by the local
police and CTD Bannuregion.

Five terrorists
killed in CTD
operations in

Jamrud, Bannu

Staff Reporter

JAMRLIDY

At least three terrorists were killed in
Counter Terrorism Department (CTD)
operation in Jamrod arca of in the Khvber
Mstrict of Khyber Pakhtumkbwa on
Sunday. According to a statement 1ssued
by the CTD, acting on miclligence
mformation, the depariment conducted an
operation in the Maka Khel area located on
Shah Kas Bypass Road m Jammud,
targeting a cell of Fima al-Khawarij,
durmg which three terrorists were killed.
The CTD said that the slaim terrorists were
active members of Fitma al- Khawarij and
were involved 1 oattacks on security
forces, as well as murder, attempted
murder, extortion, and other fterrorist
activities.

111 Finance Department Jobs to Be
Offered Online in Balochistan

@ CM Sarfaraz Bugti Announces 100% Merit-Based Recruitment With
Appointment Letters Issued Within One Hour

City Reporter

QUETTA

Balochistan Chief Mimister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti has said that his
government has achieved another
important milestone in the provimee's
history wherein 111 jobs in the
Finance Department will be offered
online A% on merit and appointment
letters will be ssued within one hour
of the test,

In a post uploaded on his X platform
account on Monday, CM Sarfaraz
Bugti said dubbed 1t a major step by the
Government of Balochistan towands
good governance and a transpancot
recrurtment system ““Paperless, and
purcly on ment; this system will soon
be implemenied n other departments
as well,” he added.

The CM said online test will be taken
from the candidates and there will be a
transparent examinatiom of the
qualifications, and swccessful

candidates will be

phases,” Bugt maintained.

1 had already made a clear promise
to the people of Balochistan that

issucd
appointment letters within an hour.

“Thas reform system s being started
from the Finance Department which
will be implemented im all
government jobs of the provinee in

neither jobs will be sold mor
corruption or nepotism will be
tolerated,” bhe said and added “To
fulfill this promise, the transparency
system is being further strengthened
in Baloc histan.”™

The chief munister remarked merit,
transparency and promises made to
the people are the basis of our
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President Zardari to

embark on official
visit to Bahrain on

Jan 13

Staff Reporter
ISLAMABAD

President Asif Al Zardan will undertake an official
visit to the Kingdom of Bahrain from 13-16 January
2026. He will be accompanied by a high-level
delegation, the Foreign Office said in a press release
on Monday. During ﬂﬂ'ﬂt. the President will hold
meetings with King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the
Emzof the Km of Bahram, and Prince Salman
bin d Al Khalifa, the Croan Prince and Prime
Minister of Bahrain. The discussions will focns on
bilateral, regional, and international issues of mutoal
interest. The wisit secks to remmforce Pakstan's
longstanding cooperation with the brotherly Gulf
nation while expanding opportumities for
collaboration in trade and economic partnership,
defence and security, and people-to-people ties.
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Digital education to
be introduced in
Punjab govt schools

Staff Reporter
LAHORE

In a major development 1o ex: education, the
Punjab éﬂmmﬂhﬁ d:a::idn:]:lta-l:inh'n:hj:: digital
education in all nt schools of the province,
According to details, the Punjab cabinet approved
the Goalwork Space for Productivity and
Collaboration programme in this regard.

This programme will help smdents to avail the
facility of the latest digital learning and collaboration
tools. The students through Google Workspace will
have access to the facility of online classroom, e-
mail, cloud storage, and document sharing.

The project will help students to explore their digital
skills, research capabilities, and teamwork.

Indonesian defence
delegation calls on Air Chief
Marshal Zaheer Baber

Ol of e Al inl?

CITY REPORTER

[SLAMABAT

A defence delegation led by Minister
of Defence of the Republic of
Indonesia, Licotenant General

Sjafnie 5 in, called
AL Clict M ot 2 by Aamcd
Baber Sidhu, NI (M), HI, Chief of
Aiar Staff, Pakistan Aur Foree, at Air

Headguarters, Islamabad, following

the recent state wvizif of the
Indonesian President

The meeting reaffirmed the historic
and brotherly ties between Fakistan
and Indonesia and focosed on
strengthening bilateral Air Force

tion, particularly in ity
huiiding. trainimg and 1:chnuEgir.:al
collabaration. The Air Chief briefed

KP Assembly seeks Peshawar corps
commander's in-camera briefing
On security situation

® Letter says without broader political, social and developmental
initiatives, operation alone may not ensure suitable peace

Stafl Reporter
[SLAMABAD

Dwimg to Khyber
Pakhtunkbwa's precanions law
and order circomstances, the
provincial assembly has written
a letter to the Peshawar corps
commander secking an in-
camera bricfing om ongoing
operattons and the security

-

parliamentary leaders of
respective political parties.

The letter, dated Januoary 8, also
points out that the committee
has receved detailed briefings
from key stakeholders,
including the chief secretary. the
additonal chief secretary, the
IGP, and now secks a bricfing as
part of the consultative process.
Letter written by KFP Assemblys
deputy secretary to

the delegation on PAF's
modernization drive, including
infrastructure development,
revamped training and induction of
niche capabilities to enhance
readiness for multi-domain
operations.

The Indonesian Defence Minister
praised PAF's professionalism,
combat readiness and indigenization
achievements under the National
Aerospace Science & Technology
Park, and expressed strong interest
in expanding cooperation in training,
aviation and acrospace domains.
The meeting reflected growing
momentum in Pakistan—Indonesia
defence ties and a shared resolve to
deepen cooperation through

sustained engagement and dialogue.

situation in the province.

"The [special] Committee
desires o receive a detailed
bricfing from Headquarters XI
Corps, Peshawar, particularly in
the comtext of the ongoimg
operations being conducted by
the federal government and
LEAs m the merged distnicts of
KP." rcads the letier issued by
KP Assembly Deputy Secretary
[ariqg Noor, while referring to
the Special Committee {om
Security] constituted by the
house.

Ihe committee features more
than 40 members, incloding the
leader of the house, the leader of
the opposition and provincial
ministers, alomg with

Headguarters X1 Corps. —
Reporter Letter writtem by KP
Assembly’s deputy secretary to
Headguarters X1 Corps. —
Reporter

The KP Assembly's request fora
bricfing from a senjor army
commander comes as the
province, as stated by Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) Director-General
Licutenant General Ahmed
Sharif Chaudhry in a recent
media brefing, accounted for
pmearly 71% of all the terrorist
incidents m 2025

The overwhelming share of KP
in facing terror incidents, as per
the military’s spokesperson, was
due to a "politically conducive

environment and the flourishimg
olitical-criminal-terror-nexus®
im the province.
Moting that the Pakistan-
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
government in KP was resisting
counterterrorism efforts at every
forum — a claim dented by the
PTI — Lt Gen Chaudhry
highlighted that the law
enforcement agencies (LEAs)
carried out 75,175 mtelligence-
based operations (IBOs) across
the country in 2025, of which
14,658 IBOs were conducted in

EFP

Cut of the total 5,397 terrorism
incidents reported natiomeride 1n
the previous year, as many as
31,811 icidents occurred in KP
The 1ssue of terrorism  and
military operations has been a
point of contention between the
FTTs KP povermment and the
Centre In recent times, where
the former has time and again
stressed a political solution and
dialogue, whereas the latter has
pressed on with taking action
agamst the terronists.
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LHC admits petitions
against Killing stray dogs
with firearms, poison

B Lahore High Court has accepted a petition challenging
the use of firearms and poison to control stray dogs. The
petitioner urges enforcement of the Animal Birth Control

Policy to prevent harm

government, the Secretary of Livestock,
and the Secretary of Local Government.
The petitioner argued that the
government’s operations 1o kill stray
dogs were endangering citizens' lives,
citing an incident in Khanewal where a
yvoung girl was injured by a bullet during
e 2 dop-killing operation.

i The petiion further emphasized that
8 using fircarms and toxic substances in
residential areas posed significant risks.
It was also pointed out that the Punjab

Staff Reporter government has neot been fully
implementing the Animal Birth Control Policy
ISLAMABAD 2021, which includes methods like vaccination

and neutering 1o control the stray dog
population.

The petitioner called for the court to order the
enforcement of this policy and halt the harmful
practices of shooting and poisoning dogs.

The Lahore High Court has accepted a petition for
hearing challenging the use of fircarms and poison
o eliminate stray dogs.

The petition was filed by Advocate Izzat Fatima,
and the court issued notices to the Punjab

A warker busy making wooden boxes for packing vanous fruits at his workplace in Fruit Market.

Federal Constitutional Court
shifts to FSC building

renovaled for several weeks to
accommaodate the FOC. After
the mowve, the Federal Shariai
Court will now operate from the
Islarmabad High Count building.
Since its formation an
MNovember 18, the FOC had
been operating al temporary
arrangements at the IHC. The
relocation to permanent
premises was part of the onginal
plan. However, it was delayed
due to objections raised by some
judges of the Federal Shariat
Court

Motorway sections
closed as fog descends
on Punjab, KP, Sindh

M Motorists have been advised to use fog lights,
reduce speed, and maintain a safe distance
from vehicles ahead

Staff Reporter

ISLAMARALY

The Federal Constitutional
Court (FCC), established under
the 2Tth Canstitutional
Amendment, was officially
shifted to its permanent
premises in the Federal Shariat
Court (FSC) building in
Islamabad on Monday,

Chief Justice Aminuddin Khan
inaugurated the new building.
Other FCC judges were present
at the ceremony. Federal Law

A three-

lecation.

member bench, led by Chief

Mimster Azam Nazeer Tarar the new
amnd Attormney General Mansoor
Usman Asvan alsoattended.

Three benches of the FCC have

Justice Khan, is currently
handling super tax cases.

already started hearing cases at

The FSC building was

KKP CM Sohail Afridi pays surprise

visit to Mazar-e-Quaid

® pTI Sindh leadership accompanies CM Afridi: Visit comes hours after Afridi's

Weh Desk

EARACHI
Ehyber Pakhtunkbwa (KP) Chief Mimister (CM)
Sohail Afndi, accompamed by semor Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders, on Monday once

TENDER NOTICE L)
2, 2

TSE-252601942583, TEE-252601942533
Only electronic bid will be submitted, Mo physical bid is
required. Mote: In All Procuremenis of GOB Whether through
Electronic or Manual Bid Submission, It is Mandatory For All
Bidders to Gel Regisiered Al Elecironic Public Procurement
System of BFPRA GOB, The Executive Engineer Buidings District
Llska Mubarmmad inviles Bds rem Elighle Baddars for gxstulion ol
following warks for the Year 2026 based on Compasile schedula

)
il

Tha Secretary Balochistan Blood Transfusion Authordy (BETA)
inwites bids from eigible Bidders for supply of follwing lems. TSE-
252601242381 Only electronle bld will be submitted, Ma
physical bid is required. Mote: In Al Procurements of GOB
Whathar Through Electrenic or Manual Bid Submission, i is

retes 202 3on Parcanlaos Rales Mandatory For All Bidders to Get Registersd At Electronic
Tender Fee 1000 PKR and Bid Security 3% for each work Public Procurement System of BFPRA GOB.

SMa MNameol Workls ECast Tender Fee Mot Requined

1 Upgradationof SOMKdie Schools o HighLevel 74405444 | | SNo Class of Objact Bid Security
n Balochistan PSDP Mo, 5252 (22025.2331) 1 Manufactured Vehicles & Accessanes 2
(GEMIDS Habib Kot District List Mukamirad (Tosal Bemis) Count 1)
BEMIS Code 5452) Procurements shall be made under the Balochstan Public

2 Upgradationof 100 Prmary Schools oMiddle 25480000 | | Procurement Rules — 2014 Eliglhility of Bidders: 3 Assignmenis of

lavelin Balochisian PSDP NO 5274 7 2025.2330
(GBPS Muhammad Hassan Pindrani Districl Usta
Muhammad BEMIS Coda-5441)

Procurements shall be made under the Balochstan Public
Procurement Rules — 3014, Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in
Aziive Tax PayerList The bidding fim musinot be biackisied by amy
pracuring agency of Pekistan Balochisien Revenue Authority
RogEsiralion 15 redquinad Thie bigder must have comphated 1
Azzignrnent of similar nature of work Tierm over of 21 least 52,083 810
PER, 17836000 PKR Amount in2 subsequant pravious years
showing Enanctal capacity of the firm An affidavit on Rs, 100)- stamp
paper, in fewar af the Pracuring Agency, mendianing the Tender TSE
Mumnber and the fifla of work, duly nolanized, confiming that tha
biddear has submitied commect and complete informaton &ong with
fhe bidioffar. Bidder must pravide affidew confirming na comflict of
irharest nol Blackhshad mo |naj3r SEaban nanparfomance in ksl
5 years and no failure to sign condract All bidders must submit {he
onginal deposit challan and onginal Call Deposi Redeipt (CDR)
waillthin twp (020 hour of bid opening. Falwe 1o do so wil resull in
disqualification of the bidder Procedure Of Procuremeni: Singla
Slage Two Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Sacurity: The bids
must accompany Bid Secudty in the form of Bank Guaranies,
Deposit at Call of 3 % specified above in the name of the undes-
signed from & schaduled bank. Tender Documamnts: The NIT &
Bidding Document can be oblained electronically from
warLbpora.geb.ph Issuance of fender Documents: Completa
Bidding Documand can ba viewed al waow bppragob pk. Last Dabe
of bid submission: B can only be submitied slecironacaly ales)
by 27 January, 2026 till 12:00 PM through supplier dashboand,
Tender opaning: All banders will be opened on sama day al 01:00
PM on EPPS System Address: OFice of Execullve Engineer
Bulldings. CW PP&EH Depariment Main Jinnah Road District Usta
Muhammad Phone na: 0337804431

Email: Yaseenchandiaf@igmail.cam

Executive Engineer Buildings
District Usta Muhammad

® dpr_get g dpegob | edgpe balockisian

PRQ Mo.3201/12-01-2026

o wEwalpr goi plk

Simitar Matwre and Complesdty 40,000,000 in Pravious 3 Years Tum
owver af af least 40,000,000 PER in 3 Subsequeant Pravious Years
Presamca in Ackva Tax Payar List Sales Tax Cartificats Tha badding
fierry mus] nol b cormenlly blackisbed by any produnng agency al
Pakislan JV is nol permissile Submission of the required Bid
Saturity Incasa Bid Sacurity is net found as requined during fnancial
evaluation the bidd e} firm shall be decianed as in-efigible and non-
raspansive Manufacturar must ba regisiersd with tha SECP Firm
must hawve Quelta based 35 Dealership Facilily ij Afdayil on stamg
papar of Ra. 1004 duly nodarized io he effect that ii. Bidder has
submifled B comect and complete information along with th
bidfoffer, i amy document / informeation is found forged f engineered |
fake | bogus at any stege. the biddar may ba declared as Blacklisted
in accordance wilh k' and the performance guarantee and
payment, if ary may be forfeited. &) Bid Validity Comgliance (50
Days) iv) Delivery Panod Compliance ) Price Reasonabilty wi)
Compiance of warranty panod. i) Agreement with all terms &
comditions viil} Agreement of aparations of plant during the waranty
parod Lasl 3 Years Audit Repord Catalogue § Brochures [ bechnical
cata sheel (having complete fechnical speciications of the offered
gotds) Procedure OF Procuremeant: Single Stage Two Envelopa
Bickling Procedure Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bid
Security in the form of Bank Gurantes Depost af Call of 2 %
spacified ahowe in the nama of the under-signad from a scheduled
bank, Tender Documents: The MIT & Biddng Dotument can b
potaned elecironically from wew, bopra.gob pk 1ssuance of tender
Documents: Complata Bidding Documeni can ba viewed al
www bppra ab pk Last Date of bid submission: Bid can only ba
submitted electronically lalest by 28 Janwary, 2026810 1100 AM
thrawgh suppliar dashbeard. Tendar epaning: All lendars will ba
coned on same day al 12:00 PM on EPPS System Adidaess:
Balochistan Blood Transfusion Authonty (BB TA) Spiny Road Custta
Froneno: 0323812000 Email: afzatzarkooniBgmall com

Secratary Balochisten Blood
AB Mo 6961 2-01-2026 Transfusion Authority (BETA)
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jab and Sindh governments:

again made an unexpected
visit 1o Mazar-e-Quaid in
E.arachi.

KPF CM Afndi offered
prayers at the mavsoleum,
latd a floral wreath and
recited Fateha,

P11l Secretary Cieneral
Salman Akram Raja,
Sindh President Haleem
Adil Sheikh, Umar [Dar,
RBchana Dar, Nacem
Haider Panjotha, Shafi
Jan, Shaukat Basra and
several other leaders were
present alongside the KP
C hief Minister.

It 15 pertinent to mention
that last might, Chaef
Mimister Afridi had also
visited Bagh-e-Jinnah in
Karachi, where he
addressed a large public
gathering and sharply
criticised the Punjab and
Sindh governments for
what he descnibed as their
mistreatment of PTI
workers, UM Afnds told
the crowd that the Punjab
government had failed to
deal fairly with PTI while
alleging that the Simdh
government too had
created obstacles for the
rally at Bagh-e-Jinnah
during his visit.

while alleging that the
Sindh government too had
created obstacles for the
rally at Bagh-e-Jinnah
during his visit.

CM KP Afridi also
announced that the next
phase of the political
movement would now
shift towards Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa {[(KP]},
pledging to camy former
prime munister and PTI
founder Imran Khan's
message across the
country through a full-
scale street mobilisation,
carry former prime
minister and PTI founder
Imran Khan's message
across the country throuzh
a full-scale street
mobilisation.

Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD

Heavy fog in plain arcas of Punjab,
Sindh and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
might between Sunday and Monday
forced closure of several motorway
sections after visibility dropped,
According to the Motorway Police
spokesperson, Motorway M1 from
Peshawar to Burhan, Motorway M2
from Thokar Miaz Baig to Chakn,
Motorway M3 from Fairpur to
Darkhana, Motorway M4 from
Shershah to Pindi Bhattiam,
Motorway M35 from Rohri to
Shershah and Motorway M1 from
Lahore to Sambrial kave been closed
for all kind of traffic.

Motorway Police spokesperson said
the closures were necessary to protect
lives and property amid hazardous
weather conditions,

Aupthorities have warned that lane
violations during fog can lead 10

serious accidents, urging drivers to
strictly follow lane discipline
Motorists have been advised 1o use
fog lights, reduce speed, and
maintain a safe distance from
vehicles ahead

Citizens planning to travel have
been instrocted to prefer daytime
journcys. The Motorway Police has
defined safe travel timings between
10:00am and 6:00pm, when
visibility is relatively better.

The police further advised the
public to avoid unnecessary travel
and contact the Motorway helpline
130 for gmdance or assistance
during fog-related disruptions.
Motorway Police said that
monitoring teams are deployed on
major routes to ensure safety and
manage traffic flow as weather
conditions evolve. .

Forensic report
exposes PTI's false
narrative: Tariq

® Tariq Fazal Chaudhry said that the attack on Radio
Pakistan and other
fact an attac

Staff Reporter
GENEVA/WASHINGTON

Minister for Parliamentary Affairs
Dr Tariq Fazal Chaudhry on Sunday
said that the Punjab Forensic
Science Laboratory’s report on
videos of the May 9 incidents in
Peshawar has once again exposed
the false narrative of Pakistan
Tehreck-e-Insaf (PTI).

In a post on the social media
platform X, formerly known as
Twitter, Tariq Fazal Chandhry said
that confirmation of the presence of
PTI leadership through frame-by-
frame analysis is proofthat the

vernment installations was in
on the state of Pakistan

attacks on state
© | institutions were
not carried out by
an “emotional
mob.” but under
the patronage of
arganized political
leadership.
Tariq Fazal
Chaudhry said that
the attack on Radio
Pakistan and other
government installations was in fact
an attack on the state of Pakistan. He
added that PTI leadership not only
incited violence but also exploited it
for political gain. Aparty thatclaims
1o be a champion of democracy, he
said, cannot be associated with
setting institutions on fire.

The federal minister emphasized
that the law should now be equal for
everyone, regardless of how big a
name one may have. He further
stated that no one can be allowed 10
attack the digmity of Pakistani
institutions and the supremacy of
the Constitution.
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ewiring Pakistan's growth model

number of sugar mlls, particularly dunng
the 1990s and 2000s, was not matched by
gaimns m productivity or competiiveness. As
aresult, Pakistan repeatedly faced cycles of
surplus and shortage, forcing the
government to subsidise exports or allow
costly imports. These interventions imposed
a fiscal burden and undermined trust withmn
the supply chain, especially as delayed
payments to farmers became routime.
Despite being among the world's leading
sugarcane producers, Pakistan failed to
establish itself as a consistent exporter, with
exports remamnmg sporadic and policy-
dependent.

Recent moves towards deregulation
represent an attempt to break from thas
legacy. By easing export restrictions and
reducing direct admimstrative controls,
policymakers aim to allow market signals to

akistan's economic pohcy framework

15 increasingly being shaped by sector-

specific reforms aimed at correcting
long-standing structural distortions and
reviving growth. Among the most sigmficant
developments are the gradual deregulation of
the sugar sector, a renewed emphasis on an
ambittous agrniculture export strategy, and
sustained efforts to attract foreign direct
mvestment (FDI). These mitiatives are
closely interlinked and reflect a broader shaft
away from heavy state mtervention towards
market-oriented, export-driven and
mmvestment-friendly policies. While
challenges remain, official data and hastonical
expernence suggest that progress in these areas
could strengthen Pakistan's external position,
raise productivity and generate much-needed
employment. The sugar sector has histonically
symbolised Pakistan's interventionist

economic approach. For decades, it operated
under extensive government controls,
mcluding admimistratively fixed sugarcane
support prices, restrictions on exports and
imports, regulated stock releases and
recurning subsidies. Although these measures
were intended to stabilise prices and protect
farmers, they often produced the opposite
effect. According to the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics, suparcane production has
exhibited sharp fluctuations over the past
decade, nsing from 78.9 million tonnes n
2019-20 to 5.4 mulhon tonnes m 2020-21,
before falling to 75.2 mllion tonnes in 2021 -
22 and reboundmng to 82.3 milhon tonnes n
2022.23. Such volatility has been dniven not
only by weather conditions but also by policy
uncertainty and distorted incentives.

The sector expanded beyond economacally
efficient capacity. The rapid growth in the

Might Makes

gmde production and pncing decisions.
The Ministry of National Food Security
and Research has mdicated that greater
flexibility in sugar exports 15 intended to
reduce surplus accumulation and fiscal
exposure. In global companson, the
potential remains sigmificant. According
to the United States Department of
Agnculture, major producers such as
Brazil exported more than 25 mlhon
tonnes of sugar mm 2024, while India
exported over five million tonnes.
Pakistan's histonically neghgible export
presence underscores the opportumty
cost of prolonged regulation. However,
the transition carnmes short-term nisks,
particularly for consumers,
underscoring the need for adequate
buffers and transparent market
oversight.

to Demand
Justification

By Muahammad Asif

Right

rom the very dawm of

creation, the universe has

moved according to a divine
equilibrium. Allah Almighty
brought mto existence innumerable
creatures, assigning each its sphene
and sustenance. On land, human
beings were endowed with
mtellect, conscience, and maoral
responsibility; m the occans, an
astomishing diversity of life was
created, nambering in the hundreds
of thousands of known species,
with many more still undiscovered.
Among these aguatic beings, the
Whale Shark (Rhincodon Typus)
stands as the largest fish, ghding
through the scas and sustaining
itself by filtering vast volumes of
water to consume plankton and tiny
fish. In the underwater world, the
larger feeding upon the smaller is
part of a natural order, governed by
instinct rather tham arrogance or
domination. Human society,
bowever, was never meant o
mirror this crude biological
struggle. Nations were not created
to swallow one another merely
becanse they possess greater
stremgth. Whether large or small,
wealthy or poor, every country has
its own historical identity,
territorial mtegrity, and moral right
to exist with dignity within its
geographical boundaries. Yet
history tells a sobering story. For
centuries, powerful empires
mvaded weaker lands, plundered
resources, redrew borders, and
justified their aggression as destiny
or necessity. The consequences
were Tuinous wars, shattered
civilizations, and

mending human suffering The
unprecedented devastation of the
First World War forced humanity to
confromt the cost of unchecked
power. Millions perished.
cconomics collapsed, and entire
regions were destabilized. In
response, the League of Nations
was established in 1920 as the first
serious attempt to replace force
with collective security and
dialogue. Its declared aims were
lofty; preventing war, resolving
disputes peaccfully, promoting
disarmament, and fostering

cooperation among nations.  Yet
beneath its noble langunage lay
stroctural weakmesses. Major
powers remained absent or
indifferent, enforcement
mechanisms were feeble, and
decision-making required
unamimity. When confronted with
aggression in Manchuria, Ethiopia
and Euwrope, the League stood
helpless, ultimately collapsing
under the weight of its own
conmtradictions. Afier the Second
World War, even more catastrophic
than the first, the United Mations
(UN) cmerged in 145 with
renewed promises. This new
organization sought to correct
earlier failures by incloding major
powers and granting binding
authority to the Security Council.
Its Charter pledged to save
succeeding gencrations from the
scomrge of war, to wphold
International Law, and to protect
the sovercignty of states. For many
newly decolomized nations., the LN
symbolized hope that the age of
impenal domination had ended and
that justice would no longer be
subordinate ito power.
Contradictions. After the Second
World War, cven more catastrophic
than the first, the United Mations
(UM} cmerged in 1945 with
renewed promises. This new
organization sought to correct
earlier failures by incloding major
powers and granting binding
authority to the Security Council.
Its Charter pledged to save
succeeding generations from the
scomrge of war, to wphold
International Law, and to protect
the sovereignty of states. For many
newly decolomized nations, the UN
symbolized hope that the age of
impenial domination had ended and
that justice would no longer be
subordinate to power.

Yet recent events have once again
exposed the fragility of these
ideals. The ammest of the Venezroelan
President and his wife by the
United States, coupled with claims
of control over Venczuecla®s indcrnal
affairs and o1l reserves, has

raised profound questions about

the relevance of international law.
The open declaration by the US
President that
recognize imternational low in this
comtext has shocked even seasoned
observers. Political analysts widely
beheve that Venezuela’s decision to
sell o1l to Russia and
China—bypassing the dollar and
opting for national
currencics—iriggered deep anxicty
in Washington, as it threatened the
economic dominance upon which
American power largely rests.

he does mnot

Although Russia and China
formally condemned these actions,
the global response remained
restrained, reinforcing the
pereeption that international law is
applied selectively. Some
commentators argue that an
unspoken arrangement among
major powers is taking shape:
China asserting iself over Taiwan,
Bussia consohdating 15 hold owver
Ukraine, and the United States
extending its reach over

Venezucla. If this logic prevails, the
world will no longer be governed
by law, morality or collective
responsibility, but by raw
power—the rule of the strongest
baton. The repercussions of such
conduct extend far beyond
Veneruela, Even America’s
tradittonal allics now observe these
developments with unease,
questioning whether sovereignty is
respected only when it aligns with
dominant interests. Elsewhere,
similar patterns are discernible. In
Iran, repeated waves of unrest are
widely wviewed by independent
critics as externally encouraged,
reflecting a belief that regime
change becomes inevitable
wherever powerful actors  foel
discomforied. Such interventions
deepen global mistrust and further
crode confidence 1m0 international
institutions Mearly a century ago,
Allama Muhammad Ighal captured

this reality with piercing insight.

Mustufa Kamal, Federal Minister for National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination chairing
the 34th National Steering Committee Meeting of Sehat Sahulat Program.

If you walk nto amy ancient
library of history, wander
through the ruins of Greece, or
read about the rise and fall of
Rome, onc patiern appcars with
disturbing consistency.
Civilizations did not collapse
when they ran out of food They
collapsed when they ran out of
moral clarity — when the
distinction between right and
wrong was blured, megotiated,
or rebranded. Societies begin to
decay not when evil exists, but
finds defenders,
advocates, and eloguent
justifications. Today we are
standing at that very pomt.

We have entered an age where
sin mo longer amrives quictly. It
does not sneak in through back
doors, hiding umder the weight of
shame.

when evil

It mow walks in
confidently, armed with
arguments, wrapped im
sympathy, escorted by media
narratives, and walidated by
social platforms. Most
dangerously, it presents itself as
the victim.

That which was once committed
in secrecy and repemted for in
silence is mow displayed
publicly, defended passionately,
and celebrated as a form of
“justice” or “personal truth.”
Social media walls have become
courtrooms where morality s
overturned and wrongdoing s
acquitted by popular vote.
Becently, a digital controversy
dominated public discourse. It
imvolved no global leader, no
intellectual giamt, no pillar of
socicty — just ordimary
individuals. Yet the debate it
triggered shook the moral
foundations of the public sphere,
The mtensity of the arguments
suggested that the ethical
compass of socicty iself was
under trial.

The real issue, howewver, was
never the individuals mvolved
— mnecither the man nor the
woman. The real issue was the
narrative that emerged indefense
of wrongdoing.

A nparrative delivered with
apparent compassion and
cmotional weight: “'What choice
did she have? She was helpless.™
Amnother voice insists: “This was
not sim; it was love™ A third,
cloaked in philosophical tone,
argues: ““Marriage was the
intention — circumstances
simply didn't allow i.”

This is the moment where a
living socicty faces its greatest
test.

We forget that the universe does
not finction on human logic
alome, but on divine order. Islam
docs not merely declare adultery
forbidden: the Qur’amn
commands: “Do not even gonear
adultery.™ This t5s not a casual

phrasing. It is a comprehensive
moral barricade — blocking not
only the act itself, but every path,
excuse, secrecy, and justification
that leads toward it.

This command came without
conditions. It did not say poverty
creates allowance. It did not say
emotional suffering grants
permission. It did not say “trae
lowe™ transforms the unlawful into
the lawful. Because the Creator
knowes that once circumstances are

allowed to legalize sin, no sm
remains a sin. Then every thiefwill
justify nmger, every murderer will
defend rage, and every betrayal
will plead necessity.

A popular claim today is that “the
woman was oppressed.” Let us
accept this argument for a moment.
Even then, an essential guestion
remains: doss victimhood granmt
moral mmmumity? Does suffering
provide a license to violate divine
boundaries?

Islam does not expect women to
endure injustice silently. That s
precisely why it provides
mechanisms of reform, family
intervention, and dignified legal
exits such as divoree and khula.
But Islam never presents a third
party — another man — as a
solutton. A relationship outside
lawful bounds, no matter how
softly packaged im empathy, is
neither justice nor liberation. It 1s
simply another sin, sweetened
withemotional language.

Equally disturbing is the modern
redefinition of masculinity.
Physical intimacy 15 mow
portrayed as manhood This 15 not
masculinity; it 15 instinct, Animals
follow instinct. Humans are
distinguished by restraint  True
masculimity 15 responsibility,
loyalty, moral courage, and the
ability to defeat one’s own desines.
If physical contact were the
ultimate measure, then marriage,
fidelity, and family would be
redundant institutions.

Another cmotionally charged
claim ofien heard 1s: “*She did not
want sin; she wanted marnage.” It
sounds compassionate, but it
collapses under scrutiny. If
marriage was the goal, why was
the path unlawful? In lslam, the
order is explicit and non-
negotiable: marriage precedes
intimacy. Feversing that order 15

not faith — it is self-deception.
Foverty is also frequently

offered as justfication. History,
bowever, tells a different story:
There were times when people
tied stones to their stomachs out

of bunger, yet guarded their
dignity fiercely. When the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) addressed financially
struggling youth, he did not

permit moral compromise. He
tzught patience, self-control, and

discipline. If poverty becomes a
moral exemption, society
devolves into a jungle where
every desire claims legitimacy.

The problem, them, 15 not
hardshap. It is the glonification of
wrongdoing. A hero is not
with
a hero is

someone who drifts
CiIrcumstances;
somcone who stands firm
agamst both societal pressure
and personal desire.

Some argue that society itsclf has
become shameless. This is a
convenicnt cscape from
responsibility. Societies are not
shameless — comsciences are.
The truly exposed mdividual is
not the one who falls and repents,
but the one who sins openly and
demands applause. The most
dangerous mindset is the one that
brands immorality as modermity
and modesty as backwardness.
We must ask owrselves: what
legacy are we leavimg for the
ncxt generation? Are we
teaching our children that
hardship justifies every moral
breach? Or are we teaching them
that dignity must survive even
when comfort does not?

If we allow sin to be defended
with cloguence, every wrong
will soon have a scnipt. Every
mistake will come with a
narrative, and we will stand
silently, lamenting that “times
have changed.”

The truth is simpler and harsher:
times do not decay — people do.
The sun still nises on schedule.
The uwniverse remaims
disciplined What has changed is
human priority. What has eroded
1s moral courage.

We must draw a clear line
between empathy and
endorsement Compassion does
not require surrendering

principles.




Homeland Secur"ity to send

—ar

hundreds more officers to
Minnesota, Noem says

B The officers would be deployed to bolster
the safety of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement and Border Patrol officials
already in Minnesota, Noem said on Fox
News' "Sunday Morning Futures” programme
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The US Department of Homeland
Security 15 sending "hundreds®
more officers to Minnesota,
Homeland Security Secretary
Kristi Noem said in remarks that
aired on Sunmday, after tens of
thousands of people marched
through Minneapolis to protest the
fatal shooting of a woman by an
Immigration agent.

The officers would be deployed 1o
bolster the safety of Immigration
and Customs Enforcement and
Border Patrol officials already in
Minnesota, Moem said om Fox
News' " Sunday Moming Futures®
programme. Some 2000 federal
officers have alrcady been
dispatched to the Minneapolis-5t
Paul arca in what DHS has called
its largest operation ever.

The new deployments began even
as more than 1,000 rallics took
place nationwide on Saturday and
Sunday to protest the federal
governmen('s deportation push and

Wednesday's fatal shooting of 37-
year-old Renee Good by an ICE
officer.

Video from Chicago, Pittsburgh
and other citics showed crowds in
the strects on Sunday, though none
appcarcd to be as large as
Saturday’s gathering im
Minncapolis. Thousands of people
marched peacefully in New York
City on Sunday, stopping in fromt
of Trump Tower on Fifth Avenue
where demonstrators blocked
traffic and chanted, "Hey, hey, ho,
ho, Donald Trump has got to go!®
The Mew York Times reported
Minncsota officials have called the
shooting of Good unjustified,
pointing to bystander video they
say showed her wehicle tuming
away from the agent as he fired.
Mocm and other US officials have
maintained that the agent acted in
sclf-defense because Good, a
volonteer in a community network
that monitors and records ICE
operations in Minneapolis, drove
forward in the direction of the
agent who then shot her.

International law applies to
everyone, including US, says
German finance minister

M "It is solely up to Denmark and Greenland
to decide about Greenland's future.

Territorial sovereignty and integri

must

be respected,” Klingbeil said ahead of his
departure to wWashington
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The principles of international law
apply to everyone, inclading the
United States, German Finmamce
Mimister and YVice Chancellor Lars
Klingbeil said on Sunday, in
reference to President Domald
Trump's threats to seize Greenland

"It is solely up to Denmark and
Greenland to decide about
Greenland's fotore. Territorial
sovercignty and imtegrity must be
respected,” Klingbeil said ahead of
his departure to Washington for a
mecting of finance ministers from

the Group of Sevem advanced
CCOMOMICS.

A US mulitary scrzure of the
mincral-rich Arctic island from
Denmark. a long-time ally, would
send shockwaves through NATO
and deepen the divide between
Tromp and European leaders.
"We increase security i the Arciic
together as NATO allies, not i
opposition to omne another,®
Klingbeil said.

Monday's G7 meeting will focus
on acoess to critical minerals as
Western countries seck to reduoce
their dependence on China given
moves by Beiljing to impose strict
export controls on rare earths.
Klingbeil said Germany has a
strong imterest in expanding
imternational cooperation in this
area inorder to strengthen security
of supply, reduce dependencies
and ensure reliable economic
framework conditions,

*That is why 1t is important that we
consalt with owr international
partners and - wherever possible -
acttogether,” he smd

Deaths
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from Iran protests

reach 'more than 500

® Tehran threatens to target US military bases if Trump
carries out renewed threats to intervene

Cuba defiant after Trump says !
island to receive no more

Weh DESK

Tehran

Unrest in Iran has killed more than
500 people, a rights group said |, as
lchran threatened to target US
military bases if President Donald
[Tump carrics owt his repewed
threats to mtervens on behalf of
protesters.

With the Islamic Bepublic’s elenical
establishmemt facing the bipeest
demonstrations since 2022, Trump
has repeatedly threatened to get
imvolved if force is wsed om
protesters. According to its latest
figures - from activisis inside and
outside Iram - US-based nghis
group HEANA said it had venified
the deaths of 490 protesters and 48
secunty personnel, with more than
10,600 people amested mm twao
weeks of unrest.

Iran has ot given an official toll
and Keuters was unable to
mdependently verify the tallies.
[Tump was to meet with semior
advisers on Tuesday to discuss
options for Iran, a US official told
Reuters on Sunday. The Wall Street
Journal had reported that options

mcluded military stnkes, using secret
cyvber weapons, widening sanctions
and providing online help to anti-
EOVEITINEDE SOUTCes.

"The military 15 loocking at it, and
were looking at some wery strong
options,” Trump told reporters
travelling on Air Force Ome on
Sunday night.

Imump said he was in contact with
Iranian opposition leaders. He also
sand, without elaborating, that Iran's
leaders had called him on Saturday
and wamt to negotiate, and that he
might talk to them

Iramian Parlhiament Specaker
Mohammad Bager (Jahbaf wamned
Washington agaimst "a
miscalculation, ™

"Let us be clear: o the case of an
attack on Iran, the occupied territories
{lsrazl) a= well as all US hases and
ships will be our legitimate target,”
said Clalibaf, a former commander
Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards.
Authorities intensify crackdown

I'he protests began on December 28
in response to searing prices, before
turning agamst the clerical mulers who
have governed since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.
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Venezuelan oil or money
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US President Donald Trump
on Sunday said no more
Venczoelan oil or money will

g0 to Cuba and suggested the
Communist-run island

should strike a deal with
Washington, ramping up
pressure on the long-time US
nemesis and provoking
defiant words from the
island's leadership.

Vencruela is Coba's biggest
oil supplier, but no cargoes
have departed from
Venczuclan ports to the
Canbbean country since the
capture of Venezuelan
President Micolas Maduro by
US forces in early January
amid a strict US o1l blockade
on the OFEC country,
shipping data shows.

Mcanwhile, Caracas and
Washington are progressing
on a $2 billion deal to supply |
p to 50 millon bamrels of |
Veneruelan oil to the US with
proceeds to be deposited in |
U5 Treasury-supervised
accounts, 3 major test of the |
emerging relationship
between Trump and interim
President Delcy Rodriguez.
"THERE WILL BE NO |
MORE OIL OR MONEY
GOING TO CUBA - ZERDH I
I strongly sugeest they make

a deal, HEFORE IT IS TOO |
LATE" Trump wrote on his |
Truth Social platform.

Demonstrators in London, Paris,
Istanbul back Iran protests

B Demonstrators rallied in London, Paris and Istanbul in support of protests in Iran
that have been countered with a deadly crackdown by the country’s security forces.
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Demonstrators rallied m London,
Pans and Istanbul on Sunday m
support of protests in Iran that
have been countered with a deadly
crackdown by the country's
security forces.

London demonstrations, inrbally
in front of the Iranianembassy and
later in front of the British pnime
minister’s residence, grew to
several thowsand as the day
progressed. "We want revolution,
change the regime” Afsi, a 38-
year-old Iranian, who declined to
give her last name, told AFP at the
rally m fromt of Downing 5 trect.
Afsi has lived in London for seven

vears, and has not been able 1o
contact her family i Iran because
of an internet blackout imposed by
authoritics since Thursday.

*i's so frustrating, but 1t's not the

first ime,"” he said. "This time. we
have hope ... we feel like we can
do it {overthrow the government)
this time.”

In Paris, more than 2000 people

waving Iran’s flag from before the
Islamic Revolution im 1979
demonstrated, to chants of "No to
the terrorist Islamic Republic®.
Police did not allow them to
approach the Iranian embassy.
"Close the mullahs® embassy, the
terrorist factory,” some
demonstrators yelled

A Myear-old Iranian student
living in Paris, who gave his first
name as Arya, said: "In Iran, the
people are nsing up i the streets,
and we Iranlans outside Iran are
here to show we are with them and
they are notalone.”

He said bhe was waiting to hear
what the son of Iran's last shah,
U5-based Reza Pahlavi, "will tell
us o do” .

Iran's Pezeshkian pledges action on
economic woes amid spiralling protests

® Africans in search of a better future became the latest casualties of Yemen's decade-long conflict.
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TEHRAN

Iran's President Masouwd
Pereshkian has pledeed to
address mounting economic
grievances in the country,
saying his povernment is
“ready to listen™ to protesters
while urging them to prevent
“rioters” amnd “terrorist
clements” from wreaking
havoe.

Pezeshkian spoke about the
unrest iman interview on staie
television on Sunday as the
demonstrations, which began
when merchants at Tehran'’s
Crand Bazaar closed their

shops over the Iraman nal’s
sharp depreciation, entered a
third week.

Ihe Iramian president told the
IRIB broadcaster that Isracl
and the United were
masterminding the
destabilisation m the country,
saying “the same people that
struck this cowntry™ during
lsrael’s 12-day war im June
were “trying to escalate these
unrests with regard o the
economic discussion”.

“They have tramed some
people mside and outside the
country, they have bought
some terronsts from outside,”™
Pezeshkian said, claiming the

perpetrators had attacked a
bazaar in the city of Rasht and
setting ““mosgues on fire™.
The Iranian president said the
government had heard the
concerns shopkeepers®
concerns and is going to solve
their problems “by any means
necessary” . But he urged the
public not to allow “rioters™ to
disrupt the country. insisting:
“Rioters are not protesting
people. We hear the protesters
and have made every effort to
solve their problems.”

The protests, which have
evolved from economic
grievances into broader anti-
government  demonstrations,

are the largest in Iran since the
2022-2023 movement spurred
by the custodial death of
Mahsa Amimi, a 22-year-old
woman who had been arrested
for allegedly violating the
strict dress code for women.

State media
reported that 109 secunty
personnel have been kalled
during the latest unrest.
Aunthorities have not
confirmed the number of
demonstrators who have lost
therr lives, but opposition
gctivists based owtside the
country say the death toll is
higher and inclodes hundreds
of protesters.




Comeback kid Hurkacz inspires
Poland to first United Cup title

® Hubert Hurkacz capped his injury comeback and earned United Cup redemption as he
inspired Poland to a first title with a 2-1 victory in the final against Switzerland.
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Hubert Hurkacz capped his imjury
comeback and eamed United Cup
redemption as he inspired Poland to a
first title with a 2-1 victory in the final
against Switzerland m Sydney
Switzerland took a shock early lead
when Belinda Bencie stunned world
number two lga Swiatek 3-6, 6-0, 6-3
in the opening simgles of the mixed
teams event.

Playing his first tournament in seven
months following knee surgery, 28-
vear-old Hurkacz withstood a Stan
Wawnnka fightback to prevail 6-3, 3-
6, 6-3 and send it to a deciding
doubles.

Katarzyna Kawa and Jan Ficlinski
then completed a famous wictory by
beating Bencic and Jakub Paul 6-4, 6-
3 to erase the heartbreak of Poland
losmg imi the final 1n 2024 and 2025

"Finally, we made ! Third time

lucky!" Swiatek said during the trophy
ceremaony. "1 really felt it was a team
cffort this year.

* Hubi, what a comeback after so many
months, You played amazing. You
inspired us all with determination.
"Uhr doubles team, wow! You just
beat everyone. ltwas amazing *
Hurkacz fired 18 aces agminst the 440-
year-old Wawrinka to erase two
heartbreaking near misses in the last

two United Cup finals.

In 2024, Hurkacz sguandered two
championship points before falling to
Crermany’s Alexander Fverev. The
USA's Taylor Fritz denied lam in a
third-set tie-break last year.

"He's defimitely am inspiration,”
Hurkacz said of Wawrinka, who is
playing his final season on tour before
retirement.

"l was growing up watching him play,

compete and win so much. Obviounsly
his game style is really powerful.

"The shots that he can pull off
sometimes, you can really admire
them even when you are on the other
side of the net.®

Bencic won 12 of the final 15 games
agamst a shell-shocked Swiatek,
camning her second victory over the
world momber two.

"To be honest, | felt | was in the match
from the wery first point,” said Bencic,
who won all five of her simzles
maiches o the toomament.

"I thought [ was going great and | was
-3 down. [ was "0K, whatdo | have to
do™ *1 think I just tried to keep the
level and just wait for some chances ™
With the title on the line, Zielinski
partnered Kawa to victory over the
Swiss pair who had been unbeaten in
the tournament, scuppening Bencic’s
attempt at a perfect 10-0 record in
singles and doubles.

“This moment 15 so bittersweet,”
Bencic saud, adding Switzerland had
nothing to be disappointed about.

In-form Bencic back in top 10 for
first time since having baby

Sports Desk
AUSTRALLA

Belinda Bencic powered back into the
top 10 Monday for the first ime since
having a baby, with the in-form Swiss
brimming with confidence ahead of
the Australian Open.

The 28-year-old won all five singles
matches at the season-opening United
Cup in Perth and Sydney, incloding
victories over world number two [za
Swiatek and seventh-ranked Jasmine
Paolim.

She fimshed 9-1 for the tournament,
with her only defeat coming in the final
mixed-doubles decider against Poland
on Sunday.

It camed Bencic the events most
valuable player award and propelled
her inside the worlds top 10,
somewhere she has not been since

giving birth to daughter Bella m Apnl
2024, "Of course, a big confidence
booster,” she said of ber form ahead of
the opening Grand Slam of the year in

Melbourne, starting on Suniday.

"You start the year and yow're just
trying to get matches in. Obviously it's
been great playing match after match,

but being pushed so0 muoch from
EVETYOne.

"Also super happy to be m the top 10
now, It's been a huge goal, a huge ride
after the whole comeback, to come
back and prove this to myself], that if's
possible.”

Bencic was ranked 421 at the start of
the 2025 season, but making the last 16
at the Awustralian Open a year ago
convincsd ber she could returmn to the
upper echelons of tenmis.

[tles in Abu Dhabi and Tokyo saw her
race up the rankings to finish the
season at world oumber 11, with
another crack at an elusive Grand Slam
tithe niovw ber focus

"I'm always serious about the
Australian Open,” said the 2021 Tokyo
Olympic gold medallist, who reached
a carcer-high member four m Febraary
2020, ~Just super excited to play the
first Slam.”

Australian Open
‘underdog’ Medvedev says
he will be hard to beat

® It was his second tournament victory in o

three months after his first title in two vears
came at Kazakhstan in October,

Troubled Man Utd crash out
of FA Cup against Brighton

Manchester United's problems mounted as the
managerless Red Devils crashed out of the FA Cup after

a 2-1 defeat against Brighton.
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Three-time Australian QOpen
runner-up Daniil Medvedev
will be an underdog at the
opening Grand Slam of the
yvear, but the Russian warned
he will be hard to beat in his
current form.

Medvedev should move upa
place w0 number 12 in the
rankings afler warming up
for another crack at the
Melbourne Park title by
winning the Brisbane
Intemational on Sunday.

It was his second tournament
victory in three months after
his first title in two years
came at Kazakhstan in
October,

"1 fior sure have been playing
very good (at the) end of the
season. | think | made six oot
of the last seven tournaments
quarters, a lot of them semis,
two titles," he said.

"So I'm happy with the way
I'm playing, and | know that
when I'm playing good,
there are not that many
players that can beat me
easily aratall "

Medvedey. who reached the
final of the Australian Open
in 2021, 2022 and 2024, will
be an underdog in
Melbourne with Jannik
Sinner and Carlos Alcarar
overwhe lming favourites.
"If we look in the long run,
for sure I'm the underdog.
becanse it's been some time 1
havern't been in the later
stages of a Grand Slam. I'm
outside of the top 10.° he
said.

Last year Medvedev lost in
the Australian Open second
round to 19-year-old
Learner Tien over five
gruelling sets, before going
ool 1 the frst round at
Roland Garros, Wimbledon
and Flushing Meadows.

He has since split with long-
time coach Gilles Cervara
and started working with a
former Australian Open
champion, Thomas
Johansson, and Rohan
Goetzke.

“Last year was not easy," he
simid. "It was a little bat
turbulent and changing the
team helped, so F'm happy
withi.®
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Manchester United's
problems mounted as the
managerless Red Dewils
crashed out of the FA Cup
after a 2-1 defeat against
Brighton on Sunday.

Brajan Gruda put Brighton
ghead n the first half at Old
Trafford and former Umnited
striker Danny Welbeck netted
after the break

Benjamin Sesko's reply came
ton late to save his side from a
third round exit as United
teenager Shea Lacey was sent
off in the final moments.
Umited were barraged by jeers
from furious fans following
the latest miserable result
another troubled seazon.
Caretaker boss Darren

Fletcher has failed to stop the

rot following Ruben
Amonmm's shock sacking on
Monday, with United looking
to appoint an interim manager
until the end of the season
Former United boss Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer and
Michael Camick, a decorated
ex-United mudficlder, have
both been linked with the
tempaorary rale.

But regardless of United's
past pedigree, the chaos
enveloping Old Trafford
hardly makes it an appealing
job for any manager of stature
these davs.

Welbeck, 15, was at United
when they won their most
recent Premier League title in
2013 under Alex Ferpuson,
who watched the Brighton
debacle from the directors
box as the current generation
showed bow far they hawve
fallen from the Scot's golden

£T.
United, currently a
disappointing seventh m the
Premier League, are without a
win i four games and have
managed only one victory in
their last sevenmatches.

That wretched form is
unlikely to improve anytime
soon with United hosting
Manchester City next
weekend before travelling to
Premier League leaders
Arsenal on January 25,

After a bumiliating League
Cop loss at fowrth tier
Grimsby in August. United
have exibed both domestic
cups at the first hurdle for the
first time since 198 1-82.
Avenging their 2023 FA Cup
semi-final loss to United,
Brighton have now wom on
four of their last frve visits to
Old Trafford.
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Yashma Gill’s bold
red off-shoulder look

shines at Mehwish
Hayat's birthday

web Desk

LAHORE

Pakistani actress Yashma Gill turned heads with a
striking fashion moment that has quickly become a
fan favorite. At Mchwish Hayats star-stodded
birthday celebration, Yashma was photographed
wearing a vibrant red off-shoulder top that perfectly
balanced chic style with casual case.

The top featured a wide neckline that sat just below
her shoulders, revealing her collarbones and adding a
subile yet confident touch to her look.

The fabric hugged her silhovette without fecling
restrictive, giving the outfit a refined but relaxed feel.
She paired the top with classic blue jeans, grounding
the wvibramt upper piece with a wvemsatile and
comfortable choice.

Sonya Hussyn
shares elegant night
at the iconic Novaya

Opera in MoSCoOw

web Desk

ISLANMABAD

Somya Hussyndelighted her followers witha glimpse
into a cultured evening at the NMovaya Opera in
Moscow, showcasing her apprecistion for the
performing arts.

In a recent Instagram reel, she captured moments
from inside the historic opera house that drew
attention for its architecture and live performances.
The clip begins with Sonya seated in an omate
balcony area, framed by rich red railings and warm
lighting that highlights the grandeur of the venue.
Her expression is one of enjoyment as she takes m the
soene around her.

She wears a fitted black owtfit with long sleeves and
button detailing at the front, offering a look that 1s
both comfortable and refined for an evening of

classical performance.

Ayesha Omar
shares glimpses

from coastal
adventure

Sparts Desk
[SAMABAD

Ayesha Omar has treated fans to glimpses from her
coastal getaway in Karachi, shaning a series of sun-
soaked shots on social media.

Taking to Instagram, the actor posted the pictures
and short clips with the caption, “Beach bums
found another heavenly spot in Karachi.”

For the outing, she opted for a relaxed beach look,
wearing a white, cropped, long-sleeved tie-fromt
blouse paired with flowy, wide-leg pants featuring
ablue, yellow, and green tile-inspired print.

The pattern resembled the popular Positano or
Sictlian tile style.

She also tagged Sahil-e-Firdous, effectively
promoting the exclusive, members-only heoury
beach resort and club located about an hour’s drive
from K.arachi near Gadani Beach in Balochistan.
Last month, Avesha kickstarted the busr around her
upcorming film Mera Lyari by unveiling its first set
of covers featuring her alongside Dananeer
Mobeen, followed by individual character posters
spotlighting Samiya Mumtaz, Nayyer Ejaz, Adnan
Shah Tipu, and Sania Sohail.

The posters maintain a restrained, serions tone,
hinting at a story rooted in nealism rather than
spectache.

Ayesha penned an emotional caption that
underscored the personal signi ficance of the project
for her, writing: “Alhamdolilah. My first baby
coming afier an intense labour of love, hard work,
and commitment. Releasing soon.”
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aunch He stated this is a historic step

towards eliminating corruption
and ensuring institutional reforms.
Role of Pakistan Navy in National

Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti announced the province's
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first-ever recruitment of 11l SecuritvChief Minister Mir
government posisona 100% ment  Sarfraz Bugti congratulated the
basis through a paperless pation on the successful test of the
online maodern LY-80 defense nmssile by

SVl the Pakistan Nawy He smd

m. Pakistani scientisis and cngincers
are second to none in modem
technology and Pakistan's defense
15 imvincible
Pink Bus Service for WomenChief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugt
maugurated the first Pink Bus
Service i Quellta under the
vision of Chaorman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari. He emphasized
that women's empowerment is
the foundation of social
progress and the government 15
commitied to providing safc
and dignified transport
facilities
Prime Minister s
AppreciatonChiel Mimister Mir
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praised bv Prime Minister
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Under the Leadership of Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti:
Transparency, Development, and Public Service

history, 100% of the development
budget resources have been
utilized transparently and
effectivelv. He stressed that the
provincial government, in
collaboration with the federation,
15 taking serious and result-
oriented steps to bring Balochistan
into the national development
mainsiream.,

High-Level Meeting on Quella’s
CleanhnessChief  Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti expressed
dizsatisfaction over the citv's
samtation system in a hgh-level
meeting. He directed immediate
improvements. public surveys.
and strict action against thosc
dumping garbage in open spaces.
Low BTL Gas Plants ProjectCheel
Mimster Mir Sarfraz Bugti chaired
a meeting deciding to install Low
BTU gas planis on a commercial
basis in the province He

P
3

instructed nvestor companies o
prionitize local skilled workers,
noting that industrial projects will
generate emplovment and increasce
Lax revenue.

Jovful Celebration at 508
Children’s VillageOn MNew Year's
Dayv 2026, Chief Mimister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti sent cakes and gifis
to children at SO8 Children’s
Village. He said children are the
nation’s most valuable asset and
their welfare. education. and
happiness are the state's
responstbelity,

Launch of Suir Master
Development PlanOn Januarv 5.
2026, Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti chaired a high-level meeting
¢ launch the Sw Master
Development Plan.  The plan
includes internal development.
beautification, street lights,
drainage. waler supply, sporis

grounds, and a bus terminal.  He
said the aim is to provide modem
urban facilities and improve the
quality of hife lor the local
population

Address at Balochistan Mational
Workshop On December 26, 2025,
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
addressed the partucipants of the
|8th Balochistan National
Workshop. He clarified that the
state has never pursued a policy of
indiscriminate force in
Balochistan, and targeted actions
should not be misrepresented as
state operations. He emphasized
that Pakistan is a strong and
imdestructible state, and vouth
must resist false narratives spread
through social media. He also
highlighted reopening of 3204
closed schools, provision ol health
facilities in remote arcas, and the
launch of the Benasnr Bhutlo
Scholarship Program for students
including minorities and
transgender individuals, -1
Speech at Quaid Day
CeremonyOn December 25, 20235,
at Quaid-c-Azam Residency in
Ziarat, Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti smd: - The Pakistan
envisioned by Quaid-c-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah 15 now
becoming a reality. - Global
leaders acknow ledpe Pakistian as a
strong, digmbed, and emerging
state. - The Pakistan Army's
courage and professionalism have
enhanced Pakistan’s global
respecl - Balechistan
government, in collaboration with
security forces. has prepared a
comprehensive roadmap for peace
and development. - He warned
against conspiracies o divide the
nation on cthnic or ideclogical
grounds. stressing that “Pakistan
ka matlab kya. La ilaha illallah™ is
the foundation of waty, - He
praised Pashtun tribes for standing
shoulder to shoulder with the
armed forces to defeat terrorism. -
He assured the people that
Balochistan will once again
achieve complete peace, stability,
and progress, fulfilling Quaid’s
dream. This edition is centered on
the vision and leadership of Cheel
Mimister Mir Sarfraz Bugt, His
mitiatives reflect transparency.,
institutional reforms, women's
empowerment, energy  projects,
child welfare, urban developmend,
cducational opportunitics, national
security, and ideoclogical strength.
Balochistan is now moving
forward with federal cooperation
and modern planning, firmly
entering the national development
mainstream.
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